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LAUDABLE SOCIETY for the BENEFIT 
of WIDOWS. 





The Business of this Sociery is managed by Twenty- 
four Directors, chofe annually on the 25th of March; 
or within fourteen Days after ; at which Time eight of 
the oldeft go out, and eight new ones are chofe in their 
Room. Their Place of Meeting is the Queen’s Arms 
Tavern, in St. Pail’s Church-Yard, * the firft Wednefday 


in every Month. 
fmm on eee fe fmt aera mae fe 
A N . 
ABSTRACT of the Deep of SETTLEMENT 
OF THE 
Lavupaste Society for the Benerit of Wipows, 


Which is inrolled in the Hicn Court of Cmancery, bearing 
Date the 18th of Marca, 1761. 


The preamble is to this effect: Since it is well known that upon 
the dectafe of a majfter of a family, the Widows and Fatherlefs 
are frequently expofed to difficulties, from which they were fecured 
during the continuance of his life: Therefore, to obviate them; 
as far as in this SOCIETY lies, they have refolved on, and 
agreed to, articles ; of which the following is an abftrad : 


Ak. .4.6:4-8 14 


wx LL perfons fubfcribing the Deed, by themfelves or All pérfong 
# =, ¥é agent, thall be deemed members; and be bound by becoming 
Me we the agreements and ¢ovénants therein mentioned. ree ys 
pe rs +4 ubje& to 
FOI FO ee the fettle- 
aS. Bs If. ment, 


No perfon fhall be deemed a member who is not a Proteftant, Qualifica- 


a native of Great-Britain, or a naturalized foreigner ; and who, tions of pet- 
A . fons to. be 


admitted, 








' 
’ 
} 
i 








( 2) 


at che time of his admiffioa, is not an inhabitant thereof; above 
the age of twenty-one, and under the age of forty-five years ; 
and who has not been a married man one year. 


AR T. IIT. 


Number of | No more than two thoufand perfons fhall be admitted into this 
members, SoclETY- 


ART. IV. 


Difqualifie | No land or fea officer, foldier, or failor, thall be admitted 2 
caions. | member of this Society : and any member becoming fuch, fhalfi 
be excluded therefrom (militia excepted.) 


Am © V. 


Themethod Every perfon, propofing to bea member, is to give in his 

of admifion Name, Refidence, Age, ‘Title, or Profeffion ; as alfo the Chriftian 
Name and Age of his wife, one month, at feaft, before his admif- 
ficn ; and matt produce the following affidavit: ‘ That he is then 
« in a good late of health, and that he has no diflemper or diforder, 
‘ which, according to the beft of his knowledge, judgment, or 
‘ belief, may tend to the fhorteni:g of his days.” Thofe who re- 
fide in London, or within twenty miles thereof, are to appear in 
perfon before the DireGtors at their meetings ; but thofe who refide 
at a greater diftance, may be admitted by a certificate of their 
health and age, under the hands of their parifh miniiter, church- 
wardens, or overfeers, or two of them, together with their own 
affidavit as above. But in cafe a minifter, church warden, or 
overfeer, or perfon refiding in places extraparochial, fhould offer 
themfelves to be members, they are to apply to their next parith 
for fuch qualification. 


A 2 T. VI. 


What is to EACH perfon, upon his admiffion, is to pay to the Secretary, or 

be paid upon Clerk, two fhillings and fix pence for an affidavit, one fhilling for 

admiffion. a certificate (when it is neceffary) and feven fhillings and fix pence 
for a policy, including the ftamp duty ; and five pounds five thil- 
lings to the Joint Stock of the Society; and to pay five pounds 
five fhillings yearly, by half-yearly payments, viz. on Lady-day and 
Mi:haelmas-day, or within fourteen days after each of the faid 
days; and, in default thereof, to forfeit to the Joint Stock, for the 
firtt half year’s negle&, three fhillings and fix pence ; for two 
fucceflive half-years’ negle&t, ten fhillings; and in cafe he is in 
arrears two fucceffive half-years, and does not pay his arrears, to- 
gether with his. forfeitures, within twenty-eight days after the 
fecond of the two fucceffive half-years, then he fhall be excluded 
from the Socrsry, and his widow fhall have no advantage there- 
from. | 


ART. VIL. 














“39 


AR T. Vil. 


Tut widow of each member, during her widowhood; fhall be Wiiow’s 
entitled to one annuity, payable half-yearly, on Lady-day and amnvity, 
Michaelmas-day, as follows, viz. 


Years. Day. f{. 


Fa and 1 — 1t606 ' 
2— +: — | ' se 
¥f her hufband has} > ~ %' — ?9 
b 4 4 “ 1 —= 25 pAyear. 
een a member WE ey nt | 
io == § 2c 
Log =~ F = 





AR T. Vill. 


Proven evidence of each member’s death and burial is to he What actice 
left with the Secretary or Clerk within three months after his to be gives 
death, under the forfeiture of ten fhillings to the Joint Stock, yo Laeger . 
out of the widow’s firk half-year’s annuity. - 


onan 
| ie as IX. 


Tue faid evidence is to be laid before the Direftors at their 
next meeting (after it is left with the Secretary) to be determined 
wpon by them. 


A_R. fT, Xe 


Eacu widow when, and as often as, required by the Dire€tors, what is re- 
is to make affidavit, © That fhe is then the widow of the deceafed quired of the 
‘ member, and then unmarried :’ and if the refufes to make Widows. 
fuch affidavit, fhe is not to receive her annuity, but to be excluded 
from all benefit of the Society. 


A R T. XT. 


Tue annuity of the widow fhall not be paid to any perfon Themanner 
without being duly authoriied to receive the fame; and not with- in which the 
out a certificate from the minifter, church-wardens, and overfeers, annuity is to 
or any two of them, of the parifh where the widow is refident; be paid, 
or other fufficient evidence, that fhe was alive on the day on: which 
the half-yearly payment became due, 


A R fT; XII. 


THE widow fhall pay the half-yearly payment, agreed'to be The widow 
paid by the member whofe widow fhe is, up to that day from which to make 
her annuity is to commence; with all arrears and forfeitures in- «od arreare 


curred before, or at his death. . and forf 
. p3reck. 


ART: XyyT 

















( 4) 
g R T, XII. 


Whatisre- Every member, furviving his wife, fhall, within three months 
rs i next after her death, give notice thereof in writing to the Secretary 
safes mem. OF Clerk, under the forfeiture of five fhillings to the Joint Stock; 
ber furvives and fhall pay all his arrears and forfeitures, if any. And in cafe 
bis wife. | the member, whofe wife dies, fhall be defirous to continue a mem- 
ber for the benefit of any future wife, though he then fhould be 
above forty-five, he may again be admitted, upon payment of 
one pound five fhillings only to the Joint Stock ; but in every 
other refpeét fhall be confidered as anew member, provided he 


applies to be admitted within two months next after his wife’s de 
ceafe, and not otherwife. 


A R T. XIV. 


Howvacane Wen any vacancy happens by the death of any member, 
cies areto or otherwife, the Directors may admit others in their room, under 


befilled: the terms before-mentioned. 


ART. &VY. 


ter of THe direétion and management of the Society, and all the af- 
* fairs thereof, are to be intrufted to the care of twenty-four members; 
who are not to receive or take, on account of their being Direétors, 
any ftipend, falary, gratuity, or any benefit or advantage whatever, 
without the confent of the general meetings. 


ART. XVI. 


The buf- | For the immediate eftablifhing this Society, twenty-four of- 
ie 4 oe the firft fubfcribers are conftituted Direétors until the 25th of 
PERNON® — March, 1762 ; who are impowered to fix a Seal for the Socizry, 
take an Houfe or Office within the cities of London or Weftminfter, 

or the fuburbs thereof, and appoint Counfellors, Attornies, Sollici- 

tors, Clerks, Accountants, Book-keepers, Meffengers, and other 

Servants, and their Fees and Salaries; and take fuch fecurities 

from them as they fhall think fit: and the Direétors are to order 

the making out policies, and taking in the premiums, and other 

ayments, and to place out, and improve the fame, for the an- 

fwering the charges of the Society, and paying all annuities ; 

and they are to provide an iron cheft, wherein to fecure the monies 

and effeéts of the Socrery; which cheft is to be fixed in fuch 

lace as the Direétors think moft convenient. They are alfo to 

provide all books of account, and all other things needful for the 

Socrery ; and may, for juit caufes, remove or {ufpend any of the 

fervants, officers, or other perfons employed in or about the Soc1- 

ETY, and fill up fuch vacancy, and do and execute all other things, 

which they fhall adjudge fit and reafonable, and are purfuant to the 


faid Deed. 


ART. XV@i. 
























(3) 
ART. XVIL. 


Two general méetings are to be held in every year, -viZ.' ON tow often 
Lady-day and Michaelmas-day, or within fourteen days after ; and general 
oftener, if the Direétors, or any of the members, tothe number meetings | 
of feven, fhall require the fame: at which general gr dae | al ore 
the members may be prefent; of all which nati! fe ITEC Wich what 
tors fhall give at leaft fourteen days notice in the London Gazette, power they 
and otherwife ; which general meetings (having twenty members, are invefted, 
at leait, prefent) have power to determine all matters relating to 
the Society, and to alter and amend the Deed, and make 
additional rules or articles, fo as they be confirmed by a fecond 

eneral meeting, and be inrolled in‘ the High Court of Chaticery. 

he general meetings on Lady-day, are, by ballot, to’chufe twen- When and 
ty-four members, to wit, fixteen of the Direétors for the time being, bow new 
and eight other members, in each year, ‘to be Direétors for the oe 
enfuing year: but no member is to be -chofena DifeGor whog 7, 
fhall have ferved as fuch three years fuccefiively. 7 fy 


AR T. XVIII. 


Tus Direétors are to report to the general meetings, on Lady- Directors 
day and Michaelmas-day, the general ftate of the Society, and — Spars 
it’s accounts, by way 6f Debtor and Creditor. And particularly ,,) —— 
at the general meetings on Lady-day, fhall afcertain: and report the ings, the 


true ftate of the Stock, and other effe&s of the Society. - ftate of the 


SocirtTy, 
A R TT. XIX. 


Tue Direétors are to appoint a Committee of three, of their Withwhom 
ewn body, who are to have the keys of the iron chef, -which fhall the keys of 


: the iron 
not be opened unlefs feven Direétors are prefent. elas ts 


ART. XX. : se heen 


Te Direétors are, by ballot, to chufe out of themfelves five The elec- 
Truftees ; which Truftees, or fome three of them, are to fign all tion and bu- 
policies ; ‘and all fecurities, deeds, and writings, are’ to be taken in finefs of 
their names ; and when the Trroftees are likely to be reduced to ruftees. 
two in number, they are then to affign over their truft: to others, 
at the appointment of the Direétors: and the Truftees are to give 
fuch declarations of truft, and enter into fuch covenants and obli- 
gations as the Direétors fhall require. 


A R TT. ‘XX. ° 


Tre Direfors are yearly, or oftener, to chufe, from among The elec 
themfelves, five Auditors, three of whom are to audit the accounts se can ya 
of the Society, who are to report ‘their proceedings to’ the Direc- 3:0... ~~ 
tors ; who are, as occafion requires, to order the money, balance of 
fuch accounts, to be paid into the Bank of England; and all fecu- 
rities and other-like deeds, are to, be by them depofited in the iron 


cheft. . 









































t 


ART. XXII. 
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AR T. XXTl. 


Direftors Tre Direftors and Truftees are to be indemnified for what 
and Truf- they fhall lawfully do in purfuance of the faid Deed : and the 
tees, how ftock, fecurities, and effects of the Sociery, in the firft place, are 
p to be in- to be appropriated to indemnify them: the T'ruftees and Direc- 
mnified, , , 
tors are to be anfwerabie for their own aéts only. 


A R T. XXII. 


How often THe Direétors are to meet when, where, and as often as they 
the Direc- fhall think proper; but at leaft month'y: and, being feven in num- 
a al ber at leaft, may difpatch all bufinefs relasing to the Society ; 
st except in cafes where a greater number is, by the Deed, required, 


AR T. XXIV. 


Uponwhat THe Directors may lend, or lay out upon mortgage, or pur 

— Di- chafe of houfes,-Jands, or parliamentary, or other fecarities, fuch 

ee gins monies as they fhall think fit; provided that on fuch loans, or 

money. purchafes, the refolutions of the- Directors therein be had, at two 
feveral monthly meetings, or boards, of a major part, at leaft, 
of the Direétors ; and fo that the title and conveyance relating to 
fuch loans, or purchafes (except parliamentary fecurities) be fir& 
approved of by counfel. 


— = os XXV. 


Of vacan- In cafe a Direétor dies, or does not a& for three months, then 
bet another may be chofen, by ballot, in his room: and in cafe any 
* Direétor fhall be concerned in the contrivance or manacement of 
any other undertaking, contrary to the intereft of the S cirry, 
or fhall be guilty of a breach of trait, he thall be diftharged 

from being a Director. 








AR T. XXVI. 


The mem- Art members areat liberty to infpect, at all convenient times, 
bers at li- the Deed of Settlement, with all fubfequent orders and proceed- 


re te o ings, and all the books of account, for their better fatisfaction. 


Deed, é&c. 





AR. T. XXVIII. 


Themethod JF it fhould ever happen that the intereft, and other profits, 
rs - — arifing from the Capital Joint Stock of the SociETy, with the an- 
pe wx 1 nual fubfcriptions, or payments, fhall not be fufficient to anfwer 
ever be the claims of the widows, and the charges of the Society ; then 
found infuf- the Dire€tors may order a Call upon all the members, rateably, to 
ficient. = make good the deficiency: but fuch Call fhall not exceed one 


year’s payment. 


ART. XXVIII. 








(7) 


A R T. XXVIifti. 


Arrer the end of twenty-five years, from the 25th of March, What re- 
1764, if it fhall. be made appear to the fatisfaction of-a general mei 

7345 Pn ° : made, if 
court, that the Joint Stock has, one year with another, during .). ..eual 
that period, proved more than fufficient for the purpofes mention- payments 
ed in the Deed; the Direétors may, at any meeting, make an thould prove 
order for the leffening the annual fubfeription of the members ; — than 
but fuch order is not to leffen or decreafe the then Capital Joint ™%cient 


Stock of the SocirTy. 


A R T. XXIX. 


T ue better to anfwer all the ends and purpofes of the Deed, the Power of 
Direétors may make other rules, orders, and by-laws, fo as they ™king by- 
are not repugnant to the Deed. But, on any motion being — 
made for that purpofe, notice fhall be fent to each Director; and, 
at the fecond meeting, fuch motion is to be confidered; and, if 
approved at three fubfequent meetings, the fame, with all other 
rules, orders, and by-laws, are to become binding on all the 
menzbers. ' 


SESRKSSSESESSR SISSPERTISESELSRIRS 


STATE of the SOCIETY on the sth Day of 
AuGuST, 1767. , 


The Number of Members is 401, whofe annual Payments are 
si. 5s. each. : 


The Capital Joint Stock is 8700/. in the 3/. per Cent. Confolidated 
Bank Annuities. 














ANNUAL INCOME. oe ae 
By Payments of 401 Members at 5/. 5s. each — 2105 5 © 
By Intereft on the Capital Joint Stock of 8700/. at 6 
3 4. per Cent. - f Peet ws® 
2306 5 © 
There are feven Widows Claimants, whofe Annuities | 
are as follow : 
, 1. l. 
One at 25 — 25° 
Three atts — 45 meee 199 0 @ 
Three atio — st 





Clear Yearly Income 2266-5 0 





DIRECTORS 





( &} 
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DIRECTORS NAMES 
AND. 
PLAC E'S or ABOD E, 
Thofe marked * are the prefent Triftees. 


R Richard Baldwin, Patet-nofter-Row, Bookfeller. 
» Mr. Thomas Cater, Bread-Stteet; Cheapfide, Apothecary, — 
Mr. John Colhoun, Bow-Lane, Merchant. 
Mr. Benjamin Farmer, Little Trinity-Lane, Coal Merchant. 
Rev, Thomas Francklin, M. A. Great-Queen-Street; Lincoln’s- 
 Inn- Fields. 
' Flower Freeman; Efq. Goodman’s-Fields, Merchant. 
* Mr. Matthew Fretwell, Elbow-Lane, Dowgate-Hill, Stock 
Broker. 
Mr. James Green, Poultry, Pewterer. 
Mr. Benjamin Harrifon, Friday-Street, Tobacconitt. 
Mr. Thomas Harrifon, Pater-nofter-Row, Printer. 
Mr, Joféph Phillips, Aldgate-within, Linen-Draper. -. - 
Mr. James Raitt, Friday-Street, Merchants 
Mr. Alexander Reid, Chelfea, Surgeon. 
Mr. Thomas Reid, “oppofite Northumberland-Street, strand* 
Grocer. 
* John Rivington, Efq. St. Paul’s Church-Yard, Bookfeller, 
Mr. Peter Robinfon, Mile-End, Gent. 
Mr, Joha Rowley,-Backlerfbury, Merchant. 
Mr. Solomon Sammon, Effex-Street, Strand, Tallow- Chandler. 
Mf. William Saunders, Aldgate-within, Hofier. 
* Mr, John Smith, Buekleribury, Druggift. 
Mr. William Smith, Clement’s-Lane, Lombard-Street, Apo~ 
. thecary. 
Mr. John Stevenfon, Strand, Button-Seller. 
Mr. John Towfe, Miles’s-Lane, Cannon-Street, Gent, 
Mr. Lake Young, Watling-Street, Glazier. 


Secretary, Michael Fier, Wye Sate 3 near 2 Temple Ber 





